Minutes of S.I.M Meeting

Held on 6th June 2007 in County Hall, Dundalk 
Attendance: 
Maurice McConville


Le Cheile CDP

Fiona Kearney 


HSE

Therese McArdle


Louth County Council
Bernard Bolger


Border Action (Pobal & Combat Poverty)

John Butler 



Dundalk Employment Partnership 

Catherine Vaughan


Louth County Council
Nicola Irwin 



Louth County Council
CllrTommy Murphy 


Drogheda Borough Council 

1. Apologies: Maryann Mc Glynn, David Jones, Valerie Artherton, Tony Jordan, Maureen Ward
2. Minutes of previous meeting:
Fiona stated that all families are entitled to all general services from the HSE.
Bernard stated that ESF includes lone parents also. 

The minutes were proposed by Therese and seconded by Bernard. 
3. Matters Arising:
Lone Parents Study
4. Provision of services to lone parents – Relevant Agencies:
Fiona said that she had spoken to Therese about this and that a date for a meeting will be set for September. John stated that Dept of Social & Family Affairs is very keen to do something in regard to this and there seems to be a lot of opportunities for lone parents. 

Fiona then added that paid employment is not always in lone parents best interest at the level they are getting it at and John agreed that there was a real difficulty there. 

John said that there were two issues identified:

1. Childcare – particularly affordable childcare 

2. People getting jobs at the minimum wage

Fiona stated that the HSE support young mothers with childcare while completing their leaving certificate. Catherine Vaughan added that if a young couple are on the CE Scheme it doesn’t make a huge difference, however, with lone parents it does, she then asked would it be more beneficial in the long term to encourage them to go back to education. 
Tommy asked what the turnover was for these people going back to work? Why are they doing it if they’re not going to work? It is his view that the system is not there to encourage people back to work. 
John said that once the children are of a certain age, people are more likely to go back to work. Catherine added that FAS should have these figures. 
Fiona stated that the Equal Opportunities Childcare Funding should be making a difference. John added that the Dept of Social & Family Affairs would be interested in doing something but the group have to identify the needs. 
John then stated that the success rate on Area Enterprise Allowance is 70 – 75% and said there would be a possibility of doing some sort of a pilot project. Catherine suggested targeting someone going back to full time education – the “Back to Education” Scheme has been very successful. 

Bernard informed the group of the OPEN Workshop on 26th June, it was agreed that SIM members would attend. John then asked that everyone bring information regarding lone parents to the next meeting and SIM would try and identify future action. 
Therese informed SIM that funding of €20,000 had been made available from the Gender Equality Unit, however, this was dependant on a pilot project being set up.

John said that he would get the LES to do up some figures and get them to circulate them in the next few days. 

Maurice said that Le Cheile run classes but don’t have the money for childcare. John then asked would it be better to focus on people who are going on to 3rd level education? Catherine queried whether or not it was possible to extend something like the CE Scheme for full time 3rd level education? 

Fiona said that she would like to meet OPEN and would it be possible for them to give the group a presentation? Therese then asked would there be any value in asking them to stay on for an hour after the workshop and meet exclusively with SIM, everyone agreed to this. 

John suggested an informed discussion at the next meeting with a view to deciding what to concentrate on. Therese added that in order for the pilot to be successful it needs commitment from all agencies, she agreed to get back to DJELR and inform them that a pilot project was not possible currently. 

6. RAPID Reports:

The Dundalk RAPID report was circulated, Therese told the group that if there were any questions, David could be contacted directly. 
Tommy congratulated both RAPID Co-ordinators on doing a great job. 

7. Any other business:
Volunteering Study – there are a  number of recommendations in it which SIM group must implement. 
Agreed to be put on agenda for next meeting. 

DATA Project : the budget was distributed and Maurice gave the breakdown of the costs. John asked was there any way through which the various agencies that we could afford €110,000 to keep this going? He also stated that Dept of Social & Family Affairs is very interested. John would hope that the Partnership might be able to commit a small amount of funding into the future, but this would be dependent on others also contributing. 
It was agreed to also add this to the agenda for the next meeting. 

8. Date of next meeting:

5th September 2007 at 9.30am in Drogheda Borough Council. 
PAGE  
3

