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LOUTH COUNTY DEVELOPMENT BOARD

Minutes of meeting held on Monday 19th November, 2007 at 3pm in County Hall, Dundalk 
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ATTENDANCE:
Chairperson: 
Cllr. Declan Breathnach  



Mr. Denis Cummins

Cllr. Finnan McCoy




Cllr. Tommy Reilly

Mr. Liam Woods




Mr. Eugene Matthews
Mr. Pat McGuinness



Cllr. Seamus Byrne

Cllr. Martin Bellew




Ms. Maureen Ward

Mr. Donncadha McRaghnaill




Mr. Seamus McQuaid
Mr. Leo Mallen




Mr. Peter Kierans

Cllr. Anthony Donohoe




Mr. Conn Murray

Ms. Sadie Ward McDermott




Ms. Marie McGinn

OFFICIALS:

Mr. Michael Curran

Ms. Therese McArdle




Mr. David Jones

Ms. Valerie Artherton 




Mr. Paddy Drumgoole
Ms. Catherine McDonnell

1. APOLOGIES

Ms. Breeda Tuite


Mr. Jim Wadden

Mr. Pat Doherty


Mr. Kevin Kidney

Mr. Denis Cahalane


Mr. Paul Dolan

Inspector Jim Sheridan

Ms. Rosemary Sexton

Mr. Pat Shields


Ms. Mary Ann McGlynn

Mr. Ronan Dennedy


Cllr. Jimmy Mulroy

The Chairperson welcomed the following new members to the meeting:

Peter Kierans, Dundalk Chamber of Commerce, Eugene Matthews, Community & Voluntary Forum and Cllr. Anthony Donohoe, Chairperson Corporate, Recreation & Amenity SPC.

2. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

The minutes of the previous meeting held on 17th September, 2007 were approved by
M. Bellew and seconded by D.  McRaghnaill.
3. MATTERS ARISING

In relation to the Presentation on Gateway Innovation Fund minute from the last meeting, S. Byrne clarified that the proposal was presented to Dundalk Town Council at the July meeting and not the August meeting as stated.
4. UPDATE ON COHESION PROCESS
M. Ward presented an update on the Cohesion Process and stated that the deadline for the new company to be registered is end of December 2007.  Representatives from the original bodies and Joan Martin, Director of Services, will make up the interim Board.  A firm of Consultants, EXODEA has been engaged to advise them on H.R. issues.  M. Curran advised the meeting that he has already made presentations to Louth County Council, Drogheda Borough Council and Ardee Town Council and will make the last presentation to Dundalk town Council next week.  Cllrs. K. O’Heiligh, F. McCoy and T. Reilly will represent Louth County Council on the new board.  In response to a query raised by D. McRaghnaill regarding increased representation on this Board, D. Breathnach advised the meeting that as this is laid down in statute, there would be no change.

5. DIALOGUE ON DEMOCRACY

Fr. Edmond Grace gave a presentation to the meeting where he outlined the background, detailed the workshops and the way forward for this initiative.  The members thanked him for his presentation.

6. WATER MATTERS

This was presented by Dr.Tony McNally, Neagh Bann River Basin District.  D. Breathnach thanked Tony for his very comprehensive report and stated that everyone needs to buy into this project and undertook to forward booklets to those not at the meeting.
7. PROGRESS REPORTS FROM IMPLEMENTATION GROUPS

Progress reports were presented from the following implementation groups:

Lifelong Learning:



Denis Cummins
Louth County Childcare Committee:
Sadie Ward McDermott

Tourism:




Therese McArdle

Agriculture & Rural Development:

Pat McGuinness

8. TEENSPACE – THE NATIONAL RECREATION POLICY FOR YOUNG PEOPLE

Correspondence from the Office of the Minister for Children was circulated to members for information.
9. DROGHEDA NORTHERN ENVIRONS PLAN
Gerry Duffy, A/Director of Services presented details of the above plan and outlined the current position.  The plan focuses on 3 specific areas: Twenties Lane, Ballymakenny Road and the area between the Railway and Termonfeckin Road.  A steering group has been formed with Des Foley, Town Clerk, as Chairperson.  
10. UPDATE ON LOUTH SPORTS PARTNERSHIP

Noel Redmond, County Sports and Recreation Officer,  gave an overview of the of the proposed partnership, detailing the role, responsibilities, guiding principles, requirements, activities action plan, consultative forum and membership.  He stated that a Co-Coordinating Officer would be recruited on a 3 year contract.

11. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Michael Curran stated that a monitoring system similar to project Vision will be implemented again for the Louth CDB Strategy, more details will be available at the next meeting. 
An annual report for Louth CDB will also be completed soon.
Declan Breathnach recorded his thanks to Mary Capplis, Social Inclusion Officer, on the excellent launch of the Ard Plan, and undertook to circulate the plan to members of the Board.  
The dates for 2008 meetings are:
21st January, 19th May, 15th September and 17th November.  
He welcomed Marie McGinn, HSE to the meeting, thanked all the members for their work during the year and wished all a very Happy Christmas.

           This concluded the business of the meeting.
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