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LOUTH COUNTY DEVELOPMENT BOARD

Minutes of meeting held on Monday 20th November 2006 at 3pm in County Hall, Dundalk 
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ATTENDANCE:
Chairperson: 
Cllr. Declan Breathnach  



Mr. Denis Cahalane 
Ms. Ger McCormack




Ms. Maureen Ward

Mr. Pat Shields




Ms. Maryann McGlynn
Mr. Denis Cummins




Ms. Breeda Tuite

Mr. Liam Woods




Mr. Jim Wadden

Mr. Pat McGuinness




Mr. Kevin Kidney

Supt. Jim Sheridan




Mr. Paul Dolan

Mr. Donncadha MacRaghnaill




Ms. Martina Moloney
Cllr. Jim Lennon




Mr. Tom McGuinness
Ms. Ann Lawlor  

Officials:

Mr. Michael Curran

Ms. Barbara O’Neill




Ms Nicola Keely

Mr Paddy Drumgoole 

1. APOLOGIES:
Mr. Seamus McQuaid 
                                 Ms. Sadie Ward Mc Dermott
2. Minutes of previous meeting held on 18th September 2006:
Maryann requested that amendments be made regarding the cohesion issue of the minutes of 19th June 2006.  Under Item 2 minutes should read:
“Maryann Mc Glynn said in regard to the proposal put forward by Michael Curran – it was circulated in full to all members of the Drogheda Board.”
           The minutes of 18th September were proposed by Martina Moloney and 
           seconded by Donncadha MacRaghnaill.
3. Matters arising:
There were no matters arising. 

4. Progress Reports from Implementation Groups: 
The Chairman complemented those involved in organising the Energy Crop Conference. 
A brief summary was then given by the Chair/Facilitator of each implementation group. A copy of each presentation was included in the member’s packs.
Tourism: Progress Updated 
Life Long Learning: Progress Updated
           Quality of Life: Progress Updated
Childcare: Martina asked if the Strategic Mapping Exercise for the Childcare Committee could be shared with the Planning office in Louth County Council. 

It was stated that needs for sessional affordable childcare for Travellers in the Drogheda area had been identified. 

Agriculture & Rural Development:  Congratulations were passed to all involved in the recent Energy Crops Conference organised by Teagasc and Louth County Council.
SIM: Temporary halting sites for Travellers. It was noted that the demand for these is largely in rural areas. It was also stated that the number of roadside Travellers in Louth was small and that a considerable amount of progress has been made in relation to accomodation for them.
Volunteerism: Progress Updated
Community Forum:   The question of the relationship between South 

Louth Community Forum and Drogheda Community Forum were asked.

Alison O’Neil stated that it was to merge both but it didn’t go ahead.
It was stated that community representation was huge in the area and there was certainly a need for a directory with details of all organisations. 
It was suggested that the word “Forum” is confusing as it represents so many different groups. There is a real need to get interest base groups started up. 
5. E – Region Project – Paul Smith: 
Paul Smyth, Project Officer, gave a brief summary of the project. 

The aim of the project is to help community groups to set up their websites and to provide IT support to them.
6. Response to Circular LG26/06:
The members were informed that a response to the proposed new structures for Co. Louth was required to be forwarded to DOEHLG by 16th November. 

 It was stated that Minister O Cuiv had agreed that a one structure scenario may not be best in Louth. It was suggested that a lot of clarification was needed from the Department regarding their proposal. 

7. Louth Cohesion Plan:
It was stated that in order for the Development Agencies to prepare for change and that Louth doesn’t miss out, it is important that they begin to progress and draw down money from DOEHLG. 
A question was asked on the current structure of Drogheda Partnership and would it stay the same and it was stated that it wouldn’t. Following further questions, it was stated that the structure, membership and funding for Drogheda was in draft and no decisions had been made by the Minister.
The Chairman proposed that if Drogheda Partnership is satisfied to go it alone then Louth CDB is prepared to endorse it. He then suggested that it be sent off to the Minster seeking his support on it.

           Donncadha MacRaghnaill proposed and Liam Woods seconded it. 
8. Community Safety:
Therese gave a brief overview on this. She asked the members to read through the policy and if there was any comments to come back to her by 11th December. 

9. Lone Parents Initiative: 
Therese gave an update. She invited reps from the CDB to a workshop on the initiative in December. 
10. Any Other Business:
The dates of the meetings for 2007 were distributed. 

           15th Jan 07

            21st May 07

            17th Sept 07

            19th Nov 07
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