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LOUTH COUNTY DEVELOPMENT BOARD

Minutes of meeting held on Monday 21st November 2005

at 3pm in County Hall, Dundalk.
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ATTENDANCE:

Chairperson: 
Cllr Declan Breathnach 





Cllr. Jim Lennon

Mr. Jim Wadden





Mr. Frank O’Brien

Cllr. Tommy Murphy





Ms. Martina Moloney

Mr. Denis Cummins





Ms. Martina O’Dwyer

Ms. Maureen Ward





Mr. Ronan Dennedy

Mr. Pat Doherty





Ms. Rosemary Sexton

Mr. Pat Shields





Ms. Ger McCormack

Ms. Sadie Ward McDermott





Cllr. Seamus Keelan

Cllr. Peter Savage





Ms. Mary Ann McGlynn
Ms. Joan Martin





Mr. Peter Fuller

Ms. Catherine Staunton





Ms. Martina Moloney

Officials:


Mr. Michael Curran

Ms. Therese McArdle





Ms. Barbara O’Neill

Mr. David Jones





Mr. Paddy Drumgoole
Ms. Nicola Keely





Ms. Catherine McDonnell
1.
Apologies:

Cllr. Michael O’Dowd
Cllr. Martin Bellew





Ms. Elaine Hobson

Mr. Denis Cahalane





Mr. Willie McAllister

Mr. Oliver Dillon





Mr. Liam Woods

Ms. Breeda Tuite





Ms. Valerie Artherton 

On behalf of the members of Louth CDB, Michael Curran extended sympathy to Cllr. Declan Breathnach on the death of his father, Brendan, R.I.P.
2.
MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING – 19th SEPTEMBER, 2005

The Minutes of the previous meeting were proposed by Maureen Ward and seconded by Ger McCormack.

3.
MATTERS ARISING

The Chairperson opened the meeting by welcoming Cllr. Tommy Murphy, Mayor of Drogheda onto the CDB.

4.
PRESENTATION BY CROSS BORDER CENTRE FOR COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

The Chairperson welcomed Mr. Peter Fuller and Ms. Catherine Staunton, Cross Border Centre, DkIT to the meeting.

Catherine apologised for the absence of Vincent McGrory, Youth Worker, Cox’s Demesne and gave a presentation to the CDB on proposals for  “Resourcing of part time Higher Certificate in Youth Studies”.
Catherine informed the CDB that DkIT had designed a part time degree in youth work with Dublin City Youth Services Board and a pilot course was run with twenty five participants from all over Louth.

The course, however, is very resource intensive which is reflected in the programme costs, approximately €110k annually, plus €60k for Co-Ordinator.  The cost per student is €4,000 annually and as part time education is self financing, there is no government support for students.

Catherine highlighted that various funding sources had been explored with Co. Louth VEC, Drogheda Partnership, Dundalk Partnership and Louth Leader, but were unsuccessful.  The main reason for rejection was that the agencies did not have adequate resources available and that resources for the course were the responsibility of other state agencies.

Catherine stated that the purpose of this presentation was to explore the CDB role in this and to explore individual agency responsibility or integrated approach to address this issue.

There was discussion among CDB members in relation to the CDB collective approach to sponsoring individual students on the course as a means of collectively working together.

Michael Curran, Director of Services, agreed to explore this proposal.

5. ENDORSEMENT OF THE LOUTH SUBMISSION TO THE DCRAGA

Michael Curran referred to Circular LG16/05 and stated that he had facilitated meetings to draw up a proposal on cohesion with the managers of three organisations – Louth Leader, Dundalk Employment Partnership and Drogheda Partnership Company - who presented the proposals to their Boards with a commitment to improve cohesion.  The proposals included a vision and statement of intent 2007-2013 focusing on workplan on thematic actions. The proposal had been sent to DCRAGA on 8th November, 2005..

Ms. Mary Ann McGlynn stated that the three managers  had looked at what had to be done in an agreeable manner.  There was more that could be done while still maintaining a level of respect for each other, and achieving commitment on a county wide basis is no small achievement.
The Chairperson remarked that not one application was ever made for Rural Transport in Co. Louth.

6. LOUTH CDB REVIEW 2005 AND ACTION PLAN 2006-2008 – REPORT FROM WORKING GROUPS

Louth CDB working groups had been working actively over the last few months and had agreed the three year Action Plan for prioritised actions 2006-2008.  The Chair asked that this Action Plan be endorsed by the CDB prior to its submission to DoEHLG.  He asked each Chair of working groups to make a brief presentation on the work of their groups and actions prioritised.

Culture:

Barbara O’Neill presented the review on behalf of Cllr. Michael O’Dowd.  Michael Curran recommended the possibility of combining actions.  

Social Inclusion:

Mary Ann McGlynn stated in her review that the co-ordination and integration of services was vital in tackling social exclusion in Louth.
Quality of Life:

Barbara O’Neill presented the review on behalf of Cllr. Martin Bellew.  This sub-group focused on health promotion, crime reduction and environment protection.
Childcare:

Sadie Ward McDermott presented this review and stated that childcare actions are linked to more detailed documentation and action plans.
Lifelong Learning:
Denis Cummins stated that this was a very active group with everyone participating fully.  Actions were specific and really achievable.
Community & Voluntary:

Maureen Ward in her review stated that there was a significant amount of refocusing in the sector, action research including further agreement and involvement.
Enterprise & Investment, Infrastructure & Planning:

Rosemary Sexton stated that this sub-group was taking forward actions in previous plan – outputs that we can measure through time.  Joan Martin presented the infrastructure and planning actions of this sub-group.
Tourism:

Martina O’Dwyer explained that there was substantial interest in shopping breaks with the opening of two new shopping centres in Dundalk and Drogheda.
Agriculture:

Maureen Ward presented the review on behalf of Oliver Dillon.

The Chairperson thanked all Chairpersons of the sub-groups for their input and review.  He expressed the view that after the launch these sub-groups would meet more regularly and to include public reps, business community to make Louth a better place.

Michael Curran stated that the launch date had not been finalised as yet.

7. ENDORSEMENT OF REVIEW AND ACTION PLAN

The review was proposed by Ms. Martina Moloney and seconded by Cllr. Tommy Murphy.

8. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

The Chairperson thanked Therese McArdle and Barbara O’Neill for all their work with the sub-groups.
This concluded the business of the meeting.
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