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LOUTH COUNTY DEVELOPMENT BOARD

Minutes of meeting held on Monday 21st May 2007 at 3pm in County Hall, Dundalk 
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ATTENDANCE:
Chairperson: 
Cllr. Declan Breathnach  



Mr Kevin Kidney

Ms Ger McCormack



Ms Rosemary Sexton
Mr Pat Doherty




Mr Eamon Cooney

Mr Paul Dolan 




Mr Ronan Dennedy

Mr Denis Cummins




Ms Maureen Ward

Mr Liam Woods




Ms Breeda Tuite

Ms Ann Lawlor




Ms Martina Moloney 
Cllr Martin Bellew




Mr Jim Morgan

Ms Sadie Ward McDermott




Cllr Terry Brennan 
Officials:

Mr. Michael Curran

Ms. Barbara O’Neill




Ms Nicola Irwin

Ms Therese McArdle 

1. APOLOGIES:
Mr Pat Shields

Mr Denis Cahalane

Mr Pat McGuinness

Ms Maryann McGlynn

Mr Willie McAllister

Mr Jim Wadden

Supt Jim Sheridan 

Mr Seamus McQuaid                        
2. Minutes of previous meeting held on 15th January 2007:
These were proposed by Martina Moloney and seconded by Maureen Ward 

3. Matters arising: 
There were no matters arising. 

4. Progress reports from implementation groups:
Social Inclusion: a presentation was given and Maureen gave a brief summary on it. It was proposed by Liam Woods and seconded by Maureen. 
Community & Voluntary Sector: Therese gave a brief summary on this. Martina asked how many volunteered for the mentor programme? Therese replied that eight initially applied and six were successfully placed. 
Tourism: Kevin Kidney gave a brief summary on this. 

Lifelong Learning: Dennis Cummins gave a brief summary on this. Declan congratulated him on his new appointment of Director of DKIT. Martina questioned the role and function of the VEC Youth Officer, Eamon Cooney replied that there are meetings being held at present regarding the role and the Officer will be appointed in July. 

Childcare: Sadie gave a brief summary on this.

Agriculture & Rural Development: Barbara gave a brief summary on this. 

Older People: Ann Coyle gave a presentation on the Regional Consultative Forum. Breeda informed the group that the Community & Voluntary sector had been looking at the idea of establishing these groups. This was proposed by Breeda Tuite and seconded by Ann Lawlor. 

Rosemary added that the presentation was very interesting and said there might be room to have the economics sub group working with a retirement group. Ann agreed this was a great idea as it would cover all areas not just social division. 

5. Draft Louth ARD (Anti Racism & Diversity) Plan:
Joe Lenihan, NCCRI, said the significance of the report is very important. The NCCRI are promoting National Year of Racism (2008) and it is very timely that Louth Local Authorities implement this plan now. He added that he would welcome the opportunity of support from the CDB. 

Declan added that the role of the Local Authorities is to adopt the final draft of this and they would welcome any comments made directly to Therese by e-mail or phone call. 

6. Restructuring of Community & Voluntary Forum:
Breeda Tuite gave a presentation on this. 

7. Cohesion Process:
Maureen explained that they received a government circular on 4th April 2007 saying that all local development agencies would have to merge into one company. Drogheda Partnership is now challenging the governments decision and a meeting is being held on 30th May to see how they’re going to deal with the decision. 

All three bodies have agreed to put in a revised plan. 

8. Any Other Business: 

Declan congratulated Ger McCormack on her new position within the HSE.
He then congratulated Martina Moloney on her new position and wished her well on behalf of the CDB, he said how all 26 Councillors found friendship on both a social and working level with her, her commitment to the County had been second to none and she has clearly left her mark, he added that she will be warmly and fondly remembered. 

Martina then said a sincere thanks to the CDB memebers for their kind words and for all their work over the past few years. 
The date of the next meeting is Monday 17th September 2007 at 3pm in County Hall, Dundalk.
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