Louth County Development Board

Minutes of meeting held 15th March 2004 in County Hall, Dundalk.

 Chairperson:  Michael Curran, agreed in absence of Jim Lennon. 

  Present: Mary Ann Mc Glynn, Maureen Ward, Bernadette Nulty, Ronan Dennedy,   

                 Frank Toal, Martina O Dwyer, Dr. Peter Connolly, Breeda Tuite.

   Apologies:  Dr.Tom Collins; Jim Mulcahy; Martina Moloney; Ger McCormack, 

                       Oliver Nixon; Fiona Kearney; Pat Doherty; Jim Lennon, Seamus

                       Byrne, Marie O Brien Campbell, Supt. Pat Mc Gee.

The chairperson welcomed Bernadette Nulty (representing Oliver Dillon, Teagasc) to the meeting and Dr. Peter Connolly on his return.

The chairperson opened the meeting by introducing Kieran Fitzgerald, (East River Basin District Project) to the meeting.

1.  Presentation by Kieran Fitzgerald, (East River Basin District Project).

Questions from the floor:

Q. Will the strategy have a general vision for the region or will each river basin be treated separately.

A    No decision taken. There are no guidelines from Europe to date. The strategy will probably have some general principles together with, some local features for instance abstraction levels are a feature of the Boyne. 

     Q.   Are water charges collected in Dublin?  Why do domestic houses in Dublin have Metres fitted?

     A.  No. There was a proposal to charge for water but it did not go through. 

 The Department is looking at various metering systems at present. There is a distinction between domestic and non-domestic.

     Liam Woods stated IFA was aware of the WFD. 

     Bernadette Nulty (Teagasc) stated Teagasc had already made a statement on the Directive. 

    Q.  What outcome will it have in relation to the Nitrates Directive?

    A. The WFD will have to operate within the Nitrates Directive.

2. Minutes 

The minutes were proposed by Mary Ann McGylnn and seconded by Liam Woods.

3. Matters Arising.   

    There were none. 

4.  Presentation by Louise Bellew- Louth Hospitality Ltd-

     (Presentation attached)

Questions from the floor.

  Q.  What is the total budget for tourism in Louth?

  A. As yet, the budget is not finalised. €10,000 has been secured from Louth Task Force in 2003. The tourism trade is currently agreeing subscription arrangements. Michael Curran informed the meeting that Louth County Council led Task Force was allocated €350,000 for Measure 4.2a under the Peace II funding programme. 

Louth Hostility is a sub-group of the County Development Board. Louise Bellew Tourism Officer will act as secretary and co-ordinate the actions of Louth Hospitality. The chairperson of Louth Hospitality will automatically have a seat on MERTA. MERTA will work closely with Louth Hospitality in any plans, promotions activities etc.

4.  Ronan Dennedy – Presentation on Enterprise and Investment Team.

         (Presentation included)

5. Ratification of SIM Endorsement Process.

        (Presentation included)

Therese McArdle - presented an overview of the Endorsement Process of Development agency plans by the SIM group.

Willie McAllister, NEHB, asked if there was  a possibility of building in a consultation process in relation to the Health Board on health issues.

Angela Mitchell asked, how this could be furthered through the NEHB representative on the SIM group.

Willie McAllister replied that if NEHB were provided with a draft proposal, it would scan it at managerial level for services provided by them. Formal feedback will then be provided.

Mary Ann McGlynn complimented the process of endorsement of the plans and felt that it was carried out in a mature and practical fashion.

It was suggested that the SIM group would look at developing a framework document to ensure that there is consistency across all Development Agency plans.

The process was then ratified by Bernadette Nulty and seconded by Con Shanahan

6.  Report on CDB’s Actions.  

Angela Mitchell thanked all those who returned the updated action template. An annual report will be complied and launched at the next Board meeting. A draft will be circulated covering the actions over the past 18 months before being finalised.

There was some discussion regarding the need to discuss the appropriateness of some agencies assuming the lead for specific actions. It was agreed that this would take place at the Team meetings scheduled for the next four weeks.

7. Any Other Business 

Therese McArdle gave an up to date report on Peace 11. The allocation for 2004 is €851,400 covering measures 3.3 & 3.4. Tourism has been allocated €350,000.

8. Date of Next Meeting

    Monday 17th May 2004 at 3pm.

This concluded the business of the meeting. 

