LOUTH COUNTY DEVELOPMENT BOARD
Minutes of meeting held on Monday 15th March, 2010 at 3.00 p.m. in County Hall, Dundalk 

ATTENDANCE:
Chairperson: 
Cllr. Anthony Donohoe  

Cllr. Frank Maher


Louth County Council


Mr. John Crilly


ICTU

Mr. Jeff Young


Environmental Pillar

Ms. Bernadette Nulty

Teagasc


Dr. Pádraig Kirk


County Louth V.E.C.


Ms. Mari McGinn


H.S.E.


Ms. Laura Bracken


Department of Education & Science


Mr Benny McKeever

Department of Social & Family Affairs


Mr. Frank O’Brien


Louth Leader Partnership


Cllr. Terry Brennan


Louth County Council


Ms. Ann Cleary


DkIT


Mr. John Butler


Louth Leader Partnership


Mr. Conor Fahy


Enterprise Ireland


Mr. Conn Murray


Louth County Council


Mr. Paddy Malone


Dundalk Chamber of Commerce


Mr. Brendan Dunleavy

FÁS


Mr. Ronan Dennedy


Louth County Enterprise Board


Ms. Patricia Rooney


Drogheda Chamber of Commerce


Mr. Pat Doherty


I.D.A. Ireland


Cllr. Jim D’Arcy


Louth County Council


Mr. Padraic White


Louth Economic Forum


Mr. Declan Meally


Sustainable Energy Ireland

Mr. Tony Mullins


Louth Community & Voluntary Forum


Ms. Ide Lenihan


Louth Community & Voluntary Forum

OFFICIALS:
Ms. Joan Martin

Mr. Paddy Donnelly


Ms. Mary Deery

Ms. Catherine McDonnell


Ms. Ellen O’Hanlon

1.
APOLOGIES



Mr. Peter Kierans

Dundalk Chamber of Commerce


Mr. Mark Rowlette 

Fáilte Ireland
Mr. Ray Kelly


FÁS

Mr. Liam Woods

I.F.A.

2.
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
The minutes of the previous meeting held on 16th November, 2009 were taken as read.
3.
MATTERS ARISING
John Crilly, ICTU asked that his attendance be recorded at the last meeting.
The Chairperson congratulated all involved in launch of the Institutional Sectarianism and Racialism in the Workplace which took place recently in the Crowne Plaza organised by Louth County Enterprise Board and also the launch of the Foreign Direct Investment booklet by the Louth Economic Forum.

4.
CULTURE FORUM PRESENTATION

Conn Murray, County Manager and Chair of the Culture Forum gave a brief outline of the Age Friendly Initiative, where we are at now and where we hope to go in the future.  Our logo is now being used nationally being rolled out in Clare, Kildare, Monaghan, Cavan, Meath and Fingal.  Louth Older Peoples Forum now has 66 members with meetings being held 3 times yearly.  
The Chairperson thanked Conn for his in-depth presentation and commended all the work done to date on the Great Northern Haven.  

5.
SOCIAL FORUM PRESENTATION

An update on the Social Forum was given by Joan Martin, Chairperson.  In her presentation Joan detailed the work of the forum with meetings being held bi-monthly, formation of 2 working groups focusing on short term actions.  It is hoped to have the final reports from these two groups ready for the May meeting.  
A general discussion took place concerning the alarming unemployment figures in the county particularly among the semi-professional and highly skilled; FÁS operating an Executive Job Club and Executive Job Search initiative; the setting up of 106 businesses in the last year through the Area Enterprise Allowance Scheme by Louth Leader Partnership in conjunction with the Department of Social & Family Affairs.  All stressed the need to offer more support to the unemployed.

Pádraig Kirk stated that the V.E.C. is on the cusp of opening a Youth Reach Centre in the Ardee/Mid-Louth area and requested a letter of support from the CDB.  This was agreed.
6.
LOUTH ECONOMIC FORUM PRESENTATION

Padraic White, Chairperson, Louth Economic Forum gave an update on the work of the Forum.  Padraic stressed the need for the support and participation of all agencies of the CDB. Declan Meally, Sustainable Energy Ireland stated that it is hoped to publish the Sustainable Energy Action Plan in May, 2010.
The Chairperson thanked Padraic and Declan for their presentation.  Conn Murray stated that the Forum has the ability to achieve most of the 9 actions.  Frank O’Brien congratulated the Forum on the work done to-date.  
7.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

8.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will take place on Monday, 17th May, 2010 at 3.00 p.m. in the Council Chamber, County Hall, Dundalk.

This concluded the business of the meeting.
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