MINUTES OF THE COUNTY DEVELOPMENT BOARD SOCIAL INCLUSION MEASURES FORUM MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY,
 10TH MARCH, 2010 AT 9.30 A.M. IN THE COOLEY MEETING ROOM, LOUTH COUNTY COUNCIL OFFICES
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1)
Minutes of Previous Meeting
The minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 20th January 2010 were considered and agreed.

Matters arising

Ms. Claire Woods clarified in regard to item three, that recent returns have demonstrated that there is currently sufficient capacity within the pre-school providers to facilitate the take up on the free child place scheme. The national take up on the scheme is currently running at 80%.

2. 
Report on Community-Based Employment initiatives sub-group
 A second interim report from the group was presented by Ms. Valerie Artherton, RAPID coordinator, Drogheda. The report focused on the four case study schemes which have been examined by the sub-group. Mr. Frank O’Brien requested that the group consider including Dundalk Resources Centre scheme as it is a long established scheme delivering extensive services in the Dundalk area. Ms. Artherton outlined that she had used the Bridging the gap document in compiling the report and agreed to circulate a reporting template to scheme managers for ease of reporting in order for the sub-group to complete its report.
It was agreed that Mr. O’Brien would join the sub-group and that the final report would be available for the May meeting.

3. Update on Early School Leaver initiative sub-group
Ms. Sadie Ward-McDermott reported that the group had met and highlighted some of the key issues including the importance of other agencies programmes, such as Second Chance, DES Youth reach and others contributing very positively towards the retention of young people at school. The sub-group recognise that successful retention and school completion is wider than school and the Department of Education and Science. The role of mothers was highlighted as been critical in breaking the cyclical trend that school drop out is. Economic disadvantage and early school leaver is intrinsically linked and can be complicated by stressful family conditions such as illness or loss.

Important to note the group felt was that agencies should not be supporting initiatives that could lead to encouraging or supporting early school leavers. The issue of the cap on the number of places available on the Youth Reach programme which is currently operating very successfully in Dundalk and Drogheda was highlighted as an issue that should be highlighted at County Development Board level. The sub-group would expect to complete the report for the May meeting.

4. Drugs Awareness Sub-Group
In presenting an outline of the services currently available in the County Mr. Niall Mulligan of Simon highlighted the need of CE schemes that support services to the homeless etc. Following a discussion by Forum members it was agreed that Mr. Mulligan would arrange for Mr. Andy Ogle et al of the Regional Drugs Task Force to make a presentation at a future meeting. Such a presentation might assist agencies in focusing how best they could support the efforts of the Task Force.

5. 
Louth County Development Board Strategy  -      Social Actions 

and Objectives for 2010
Ms. Joan Martin Chairman in thanking the members of the various sub-groups for their work to date and recognising that to bring closure to their work for the May meeting it would be overstretching the Forum members to consider further objectives at this time. Members agreed to revisit the issue following the next meeting.

6. 
Social Inclusion Measures – Travellers Interagency Committee
Circular LG24/09 from the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government was highlighted by Ms Ellen O’Hanlon of the Secretariat. Members were advised of the need to re-establish the Traveller Interagency Group with a view to completing a review of the strategy by June 2010. Ms. O’Hanlon confirmed that representatives from VEC, DkIT, Fás, HSE and Louth County Council would shortly be requested to attend a meeting in regard to same scheduled for Thursday 8th April. The sub-group would in time report to the Forum on their work.

That concluded the business of the meeting with members noting the next meeting of the Forum was schedule for Wednesday 12th May at 9.30 am in County Hall
