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MINUTES OF THE COUNTY DEVELOPMENT BOARD SOCIAL FORUM MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 20th JANUARY, 2010 AT 11.00A.M. IN COOLEY MEETING ROOM, LOUTH COUNTY COUNCIL

ATTENDANCE:

Laura Bracken


Department of Education & Science

Benny McKeever

Department of Social & Family Affairs


Phil Conyngham

Louth Leader Partnership


Catherine Vaughan

Louth County Council


Frank O’Brien


Louth Leader Partnership


Bernard Bolger

Pobal


Valerie Artherton

Drogheda RAPID Co-Ordinator


Sadie Ward McDermott
County Louth VEC


Marie Hayes


Citizens Information Services


Joan Martin


Louth County Council


Joe McGuinness

Louth County Council


Paddy Donnelly

Louth County Council


Ellen O’Hanlon

Louth County Council

APOLOGIES:


Liam McCallion

Rep. for Bishop Clifford

Claire Woods


Louth County Childcare Committee


Mary Deery


Louth County Council


Sgt. John Fahey

An Garda Siochana


Niall Mulligan


Simon Community


Paula Gribben


Dundalk RAPID Co-Ordinator

The Chairperson welcomed back Sadie Ward McDermott and looked forward to working with her.

1.
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

The minutes of the meeting held on 16th December, 2009 were considered and agreed.
2.
MATTERS ARISING

There were no matters arising.

3.
REPORT ON COMMUNITY BASED INITIATIVES SUB-GROUP

Valerie Artherton presented a report on behalf of the Community Based Employment Initiative sub-group.  The report looked at how the Community Employment Scheme has grown holistically 
within the county and highlighted in broad terms the impact these schemes have on employment and support for communities.  Valerie highlighted the detail in respect of four schemes which were focussed on for the purpose of this report.
The report set out that 1665 persons are participating in FÁS Community Services Schemes.
The report highlighted in particular where there is opportunity for further growth in the Early Childhood Care and Education Scheme (ECCE) where demand outstrips supply in the county.

The report also showed that 65 people are engaged in the Scheme in Mid-Louth with a number providing services to the older residents which is in keeping with our Age Friendly County initiative.

In summarising, Valerie reported that the sub–group felt that this was information collated for the purpose of getting a picture of the county wide activity.  A question now presents as to what way forward.

Frank O’Brien, LLP, welcomed the report acknowledging that there is some further work in order to bring it to a conclusion.  He felt as a document it was useful to have the detail of the north of the county and he would welcome a similar exercise for the south, we would then have a composite piece of work that would be useful for groups, etc. considering establishing a scheme.
A discussion around the transfer rate of CE Scheme participants to mainstream employment raised a number of very positive examples of high transfer rates and the very positive action of FÁS to ensure there is a turnover of participants.

Marie Hayes, CIS, also highlighted the importance of looking at this on a case by case basis as in some cases it takes participants a year to achieve the training but if they do not get a further year they do not have the opportunity to put the training into practice.
There was agreement that FÁS might be encouraged where there was a high training element that such participants would be given the opportunity to put the training into practice and so enhance their opportunities for employment.

Benny McKeever, DSFA, outlined that from his department’s point of view they welcome the high level of participants on such courses and would, subject to budgetary constraints, like to see more participants on such programmes.

Following lengthy discussion around the impact of the Scheme and the training, it was agreed that the sub-group would continue their work and extend to map the impact that the reduction of the Scheme to 1 year and how in some cases organisations have been very dependent on trained CE workers.

4.
UPDATE ON EARLY SCHOOLY LEAVERS

Sadie Ward McDermott advised the meeting that she had been brought up to-date on the work of the group to date.  She proposed to convene the sub-group in the next two weeks and report to the next meeting.
5.
DRUGS AWARENESS SUB-GROUP
Joan Martin, Chairperson, advised the meeting that Niall Mulligan had advised that he is preparing a report for the next meeting which he proposes to ask Andy Ogle, Regional Drugs Task Force, to present to the next meeting.
6.
DkIT INTERCULTURAL DAY

Ellen O’Hanlon outlined to the meeting details of the DkIT initiative of an Intercultural Day planned for 16th March, 2010.

Ellen highlighted the link between the actions of the Social Forum via the Anti Racism & Diversity (ARD) committee as an objective of the Social Forum and how such an activity aligns with our function.  All agencies were encouraged to support the initiative.

7.
LOUTH COUNTY DEVELOPMENT BOARD STRATEGY

A discussion around the Review Document focussed on the need to identify objectives and that our next meeting might cover this.

8.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will take place on Wednesday, 10th March, 2010 at 9.30a.m. in Cooley Meeting Room, County Hall, Dundalk
That concluded the business of the meeting.
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